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FOREWORD 


The data in this brief are preliminary and subject to modification 
in subsequent publications as additional information becomes available. 
Significant changes may occur in data on ship arrivals and cargoes from 
Communist China and, to a lesser extent, in data on cargoes carried by 
ships of the Free World. Data on Soviet and Eastern European ship 
arrivals and cargoes and on Free World ship arrivals are not likely to 
be changed significantly. 
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FOREIGN SHIPPING TO NORTH VIETNAM 
IN JANUARY 1966* 


Summary 


The January total of 46 calls by foreign ships at North Vietnamese 
ports represents the largest number of such arrivals since May 1965. 
More than half of these ships were of Soviet or Chinese Communist 
registry. The arrivals in January exceeded those in December because 
of an increase in calls by Free World shipping, as shown in the follow- 
ing tabulation: 





Monthly 




Average 


December 

January 

1-965 

Total 

4l 

46 

44 

Communist countries 

28 

28 

22 

USSR 

10 

9 

7 

Eastern Europe 

4 

4 

4 

Communist China 

14 

i4 

12 

Cuba 

0 

1 

Negl. 

Free World 

12 : 

18 

21 

United Kingdom 

10 

13 

11 

Other 

3 

5 

10 


One-half of North Vietnam's identified sea-borne imports were car- 
ried aboard Soviet ships. Cargoes delivered included petroleum, ferti- 
lizer, coal, foodstuffs, and high-grade general cargoes. No seaborne 
imports were identified as arms or ammunition. 


* The estimates and conclusions in this brief represent the best judg- 
ment of this Office as of 15 February 1966. For details on ship arrivals 
and the type and distribution of cargoes, see Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
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Although exports of coal continued at a high level, there were no 
shipments of such traditional commodities as apatite, cement, or pig 
iron. Moreover, miscellaneous general cargoes were less than one- 
tenth the average monthly volume for 1965. 
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1 • Free World Shipping 

Eighteen Free World ships arrived at North Vietnamese ports in 

January, the hxghest number since July 1965, but below the monthly 
average of 21 in 1965. y 

British ships continued to predominate, accounting for 13 of the 
Free World arrivals. In addition, Greece was represented by three 
arrivals and Italy and Cyprus by one each. The Italian ship, the 
Garibaldi, which called at Port Campha to load coal, was the first 
ship of that flag to call at North Vietnam since February 1965. (The 
owner of the ship has several ships in the Cuban trade. ) Sixteen 
of the Free World ships were under charter to Communist countries - 
13 to Communist China, two to North Vietnam, and one to Communist 
China with a subcharter to North Vietnam. All but one of the British 
ships were owned by Hong Kong firms. 

, . ° f * he 18 Free World shi P s > ^r brought in coal and one bulk 

foodstuffs from Communist China, two carried fertilizer from 

e gium and Japan, and the remaining 11 came in ballast. Of the 
13 Free World ships that sailed, 12 carried coal to China. 


25X1 D 
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The number of ship arrivals from Communist countries xn 
January -- 28 -- was the same as in December but considerably hig er 
than the monthly average of 2 3 in 1965. 
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Soviet ships accounted for 20 percent of the total number and 
29 percent of the total gross tonnage in January. Of the Soviet ships 
that arrived, seven were dry cargo ships and two were tankers. 

Seven of the voyages originated in Black Sea ports, one in S ^P ore ' 
and one in Tonda, Japan. All ot the ships earned «rgo to North 
Vietnam, but only one outward-bound Soviet sh ip earned export cargo 

coal for Japan. 
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In addition to the customary imports of petroleum fertilizer, an 
foodstuffs, Soviet ships carried 13, 500 tons* of miscellaneous general 
cargo -- well below the December level of 19, 300 tons (a -monthly g 
for 1965) but considerably above the monthly average o ’ 

"ns Four of the seven Soviet dry cargo ships carried vehicles and 
two carried railroad rails and rail joints. Other cargo ^iuded tractors, 
excavators, bulldozers, ambulances, tires, pontoons, and a pile dr 



* All data on cargo carried are. given in metric tons 
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Three of the four Polish ships that called at North Vietnam in 
January brought in cargoes; the other arrived in ballast to load coal 
for Japan. No Polish ships were used to carry coal from North Vietnam 
in 1965. Two of the Polish ships that arrived in January belong to 
CHIPOLRROK, the Chinese- Polish Ocean Shipping Co. , and the other 
two ships are engaged in the liner service of the Polish Ocean Shrpping Co. 

In a rare visit by a Cuban ship, the Aracelio Iglesias called at North 
Vietnam in January. The last previous Cuban ship to call at North 
Vietnam -- the only one in 1965 -- arrived in November. The A.ra . celio 
Iglesias delivered a cargo of steel and activated carbon from Communist 
China and loaded coal for Cuba. This ship aroused considerable interest 
around the world when the master and several members of the crew 
jumped ship in Japan because they had heard that the ship was to carry 
arms from Communist China to North Vietnam. The use of Cuban ships 
for this purpose seems improbable. 

Eleven of the 14 Chinese Communist ships that arrived in January 
called at Haiphong and presumably discharged cargoes there. Only two 
incoming cargoes were identified -- 200 tons of rice and 311 tons of 
miscellaneous general cargo. Two Chinese Communist ships called 
only at the coal ports and loaded coal. One ship called at Haiphong but 
then went to Campha to load coal. 
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3. Cargoes 

Identified seaborne trade in January totaled 205, 400 tons, a volume 
slightly below the December level but slightly above the average monthly 
volume for 1965. Except for 620 tons of miscellaneous cargoes, the only 
exports were coal. There were no exports of apatite, cement, or pig 
iron. This is the first month since January 1965 that there were no identi- 
fied exports of any of these three important export commodities. The 
export of 620 tons of miscellaneous cargo is far below the average of 
9, 300 tons of such exports in 1965. The miscellaneous export cargoes 
in January were carried on two Polish and one Cuban ship. January is 
the second successive month in which exports of miscellaneous general 
cargoes have dropped precipitously, as shown in the following tabulation: 



Tons 

November 

8,060 

December 

1,960 

January 

620 


The reasons for North Vietnam's unusually poor export performance 
in January are not apparent. One Soviet ship that was expected to load 
apatite did not do so even though the bomb-damaged rail line from the 
apatite mines was reopened in December. 

Coal exports were slightly above the December level and well above 
the average monthly volume for 1965. Of the coal shipped in January, 
59,400 tons went to Communist China. Exports to Japan, which are paid 
for in hard currency, continued to be depressed and fell to 14, 500 tons. 
This figure is far below the average of 36, 500 tons shipped to Japan in 
1965. In addition to the shipments to Communist China and Japan, 
single shipments of coal also went to Cuba, Italy, and France. 

Identified seaborne imports of 91, 100 tons -- half of which were 
carried by Soviet ships — were slightly less than those of December 
but well above the average monthly volume for 1965. The nature of the 
cargoes aboard the Chinese Communist ships was identified on only two 
of the 14 arrivals. No seaborne shipments to North Vietnam in January 
were identified as arms or ammunition. 
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Table 1 

Foreign-Flag Ship Arrivals in North Vietnam a / 
1965 and January 1966 


Flag 

December 

1965 

Monthly 

Average 

Cumulative 

January 1966 

Num- 

ber 

Percent 

of 

Total 

Num- 

ber 

Percent 

of 

Total 

Num- 

ber 

Percent 

of 

Total 

Total 

4l 

100.0 

44 

229 

100.0 

46 

100.0 

Communist countries 

28 

68.3 

23 

273 

51.6 

28 

60.9 

USSR 

10 

24.4 

7 

79 

14.9 

9 

19.6 

Eastern Europe 

4 

9.8 

4 

50 

9.5 

4 

8.7 

Albania 



Negl. 

: 1 

0.2 



Bulgaria 

1 

2.4 

Negl. 

5 

0.9 



Czechoslovakia 



Negl. 

4 

0.8 



Poland 

3 

7.3 

3 

40 

7.6 

4 

,8.7 

Communist China 

14 

34.1 

12 

1^3 

27.0 

14 

30.4 

Cuba 



Negl. 

l 

0.2 

l 

2.2 

Free World 

12. 

31.7 

21 

256 

48.4 

18 

39.1 

Cyprus 

l 

2.4 

Negl. 

3 

0.6 

1 

2.2 

France 



Negl. 

2 

0.4 



Greece 

2 

4.9 

2 

28 

5.3 

3 

6.5 

Italy 



Negl. 

1 

0.2 

1 

2.2 

Japan 



3 

37 

7.0 



Lebanon 



1 

9 

1.7 



Liberia 



Negl. 

3 

0.6 



Malta 



Negl. 

2 

0.4 



Netherlands 



Negl. 

5 

0.9 



Norway 



2 

29 

5-5 



Panama 



Negl. 

1 

0.2 



United Kingdom 

10 

24.4 

11 

136 

25.7 

13 

28.3 


a. Because of rounding, components may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 2 

Tonnage of Foreign-Flag Ship Arrivals in North Vietnam a j 
December 1965} January 1966, and Monthly Average 1965 


Flag 

December 1965 

January 1966 

Monthly Average 
1965 

Number 

Thousand 

Gross 

Register 

Tons 

Number 

Thousand 

Gross 

Register 

Tons 

Number 

Thousand 

Gross 

Register 

Tons 

Total 

4l 

232.8 

46 

26^.7 

44 

222.1 

Communist countries 

28 

153.1 

28 

170.1 

2 1 

117.9 

USSR 

10 

70.8 

9 

75.8 

7 

44.0 

Eastern Europe 

4 

25.8 

4 

33-7 

4 

28.8 

Communist China 

14 

56.4 

14 

50.9 

12 

44.3 

Cuba 



1 

9-7 

Negl. 

0.8 

Free World 

11 

79.7 

18 

93.6 

21 

104.2 


a. Many Soviet and Eastern European ships calling at North Vietnamese 


ports pick up or discharge only small parts of their total cargoes in North 
Vietnam, and many of the Free World ships only pick up export cargoes. 

For this reason, with the possible exception of Chinese Communist ships, 
aggregate tonnage of ships calling is not closely correlative to actual 
volume of cargoes moving into and out of North Vietnam, but these data are 
of value as indications of relative changes in the volume of shipping. 
Because of rounding, components may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 3 

Identified North Vietnamese Imports Carried by Foreign-Flag Ships a. 

January 1966 "" 


Ul 

1 

tt 

I 

0 

1 

JO 

I 

H 

1 

H 


NO 


Thousand Metric Tons 


Flag 

Ammonium 
Sulfate 
and Other 
Fertilizers 

Petroleum 

Total 

32.0 

21.9 


— 


Communist countries 

14.1 

21.5 

USSR 

9-1 

21.5 

Eastern Europe 

5-0 

Negl. 

Communist China b / 



Cuba 



Free World 

18.0 

0 


Commodity 


Grain 


and Other 



Miscel- 


Foodstuffs 

Pyrites 

Timber 

laneous 

Total 

2.7 

0 

0 

3^-7 

91.1 

1.2 

0 

0 

21.2 

58.0 

1.0 



13.5 

45.1 




3-4 

8.4. 

0.2 



°-3 

0.5 




4.0 

4.0 

1.5 

0 

0 

13.5 

33.0 


be hvw ' ir ^ P ° rt n include som g estimates of bulk eargoel, using me thods which have proved to 
b M addition t 6 ' , ause of - mounding, components may not add to the totals shown, 
additional unknown quantity of imports was carried by Chinese Communist ships 


G 

I 

ta 

I 

M 

H 
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Table 4 


Identified North Vietnamese Exports 
Carried by Foreign-Flag Ships a / 
January 1966 


Thousand Metric Tons 


Commodity 


Miscel- 


Flag 

Coal 

Apatite 

Cement 

Pig Iron 

laneous 

Total 

Total 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0.6 

114.3 

Communist countries 

44.3 

0 

0 

0 

0.6 

4^9 

USSR 

4.0 





4.0 

Eastern Europe 

19.5 




0.4 

19.9 

Communist China b / 

12.0 





■ 12.0 

Cuba 

8.8 




0.2 

9.0 

Free World 

69.4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

69.4 


a Identified exports include some estimates of bulk cargoes, using" 
methods vhich have proved to be highly reliable. Because of roun ng, 

components may not add to the totals shown. - , e 

b. An additional unknown quantity of exports was carried by Chinese 


Communist ships. 
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3 March 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM : 
SUBJECT : 


Chief, Dissemination Control Branch, DD/CR 
Chief, Publications Staff, ORR 
Transmittal of Material 


It is requested that the attached copies of CIA/RR CB 66-4, 
Foreign Shipping to North Vietnam in January 1966, with covering 
memorandum, be forwarded as follows: 


Copy No. Recipient 

6 Mr. Chester h. Cooper 
White House Staff 
Room 374A, Executive 

Office Building 

7 Mr. George Carroll 
Assistant to the Vice President 
Executive Office Building 


8 Department of the Navy 

ACNO {Intelligence) 

Room 5B663, Pentagon 
Attn: The Honorable Paul H. Nitze 
Secretary of the Navy 


9 Defense Intelligence Agency 

DIASA 
Attn: 

Chief, Far East/Asia Task 
Force 

Room 1C930, Pentagon 

ACTION COMPLETED 



The dissemination requested by 
this memorandum has been completed} 


BY: 

Date: Y TTULns. £ £ 
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Copy No. 

Recipient 

10 - 11 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Joint War Room, Message Center 

Room 2C940, Pentagon 

1 - Major General R. M. Anthis 
Special Assistant for Counter- 
insurgency and Special Activities 
I - Lt. General A. J. Goodpaster 


Assistant to the Chairman 

12 - 13 OASD/ISA, Room 4D825, Pentagon 

1 - The Honorable John T. McNaughton 
Assistant Secretary, ISA, Room 
4E813, Pentagon 
1 - Admiral Francis J. Blouin 
Regional Director, Far East 
Room 4D761, Pentagon 

14 Agency for International Development 

Miss Joan Richards, EXSEC /AID, 

Room 5655, New State 
Attn: Mr. Walter G, Stoneman 

Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Bureau for Far East 
Room 6212, State 

15-19 State, INR Communications Center 

Room 6527, State Dept. Bldg. 

1 - Ambassador Leonard Unger 

Chairman, Vietnam Coordinating 
Committee, Room 6209 
1 The Honorable Thomas C. Mann 
Under Secretary for Economic 
Affairs 

1 - The Honorable Walt W. Rostow 
Chairman and Counselor 
Policy Planning Council 
Room 7261 
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Recipient 

State, INR Communications Center (cont'd) 

1 - Mr. William C. Trueheart 
Director 

Office of Southeast Asian Affairs 
Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs 
Room 5210 

1 - Mr. Robert H. Miller 
Director 

Vietnam Working Group 
Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs 
Room 5207 

It would be appreciated if this transmittal is handled as expeditiously 
a® possible. 
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14 Attachments 




SUBJECT 


Foreign Shipping to North Vietnam 
in January 1 966 


1. The attached report is the latest in our monthly series 
on foreign shipping to North Vietnam. 

2. There were 46 calls by foreign ships at North Vietnamese 

por..s in January i960, the largest number since May 1965. The in. 
crease in calls over December was entirely accounted for by Free 
World ships. J 

3. Identified cargoes delivered by Soviet ships included 
petroleum, fertilizer, foodstuffs and general cargo. Only two of 
i4 incoming Chinese cargoes were identified. Except for 620 tons 
o miscellaneous cargoes, coal was the only identified export. 

No seaborne shipments of arms or ammunition were detected". 


25X1 A 


WILLIAM N. MOKE LL, JR. 
Director 

Research and Reports 

Attachment : 

G-A/rr CB 66-4 (Subject Report) 


Matributioa: 

I » Bfteh Addressee 
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. Distribution List for Vietnamese Shipping Paper 
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The Honorable Paul H. Nitze 

Secretary of the Navy Room 4 E 710* The Pentagon 

Washington, D . C . 

The Honorable Thomas C. Mann 

Under Secretary for Economic Affairs 7th floor 

Department of State 
Washington, D . C . 

The Honorable WaltjjW. Rostov 

Chairman and Counselor Room 7261 

Policy Planning Council 
Department of State 

Mr. William C. Trueheart 

Director Room 5210 

Office of Southeast Asian Affairs 

Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs 

Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

Lt. General A. J. Goodpaster 

Assistant to the Chairman Room 3 E 873* The Pentagon 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D . C . 

The Honorable John T. McNaughton 

Assistant Secretary Room 4 E 813* The Pentagon 

International Security Affairs 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D . C . 

Ambassador Leonard Unger Room 6209 

Chairman, Vietnam Coordinating Committee 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Chester L. Cooper Room 374 a, E0B 

White House Staff 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D . C . 

Admiral Francis J. Blouin Room 4 D 761, The Pentagon 

Regional Director, Far East 
International Security Affairs 
Department of Defense 

Colonel John M. Cutler Room 1 C 930* The Pentagon 

Chief, Far East/Asia Task Force 

Defense Intelligence Agency 

Department of Defense 

Washington, D. C. 
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Major General R. M. Anthis Room 1 E 956 , The Pentagon 

Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Special 
Activities 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Walter G. Stoneman Room 6212, State Department 

Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Bureau for Far East 

Agency for International Development 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Robert H. Miller Room 5207 

Director 

Vietnam Working Group 
Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. George Carroll 

Assistant to the Vice President * 

Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 
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13 April 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM : 
SUBJECT : 


Chief, Dissemination Control Branch, DD/CR 
Chief, Publications Staff, ORR 
Transmittal of Material 


It is requested that the attached copies of CIA/rR CB 

Foreign Shipping to North Vietnam in January 1966 , February 1966, 
Secret, be forwarded as follows: 


State, INR Communications Center, 
Room 6527, State Dept. Bldg. 
Suggested distribution for 
Embassies in Wellington, Canberra, 
Melbourne, Bangkok, Hong Kong, 
Saigon, and Singapore 



The dissemination requested by 
Ihis memorandum has been completed-} 


BYt 

Dales 



25X1 A 



Attachments: 

Copies No. 202 - 209 of CB 66-4 - 

cc: CGS/HR/Ops (with copy no. 297) 
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